On 13 July 1917 the three secrets was revealed at the Cova da Iria-Fatima, , to the three young shepherds of Fatima, and Lucia, the surviving witness, wrote down everything when ordered to do so by the local Bishop, and with Our Lady's permission, as she says in the document, “I write in obedience to you, my God, who command me to do so through his Excellency the Bishop of Leiria and through your Most Holy Mother and mine.”
The World’s Situation at the Time
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the late 1800s, industrial capitalism created major inequalities, harsh industrial labor conditions, etc., leading to the advent of Socialism/Communism which became one of the fastest-growing ideologies of the industrial age, with Karl Marx (1818 – 1883) and Friedrich Engels as the main proponents. In 1848 the Communist Manifesto was published, promoting atheism, and they were very influential in labor activism. Socialist parties became stronger in countries like Germany, France, and Russia, and some of the activists wanted violent revolution. This brought serious tension in the world at the time, hence Rerum Novarum was written on May 15, 1891 by Pope Leo XIII to solve the problem but it didn’t work. On July 28, 1914, the World War I began, when Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia (following the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand a month earlier). It was around this period and in that situation that the apparition took place. 
The Apparitions and the message
There were six appearances from the Virgin Mary: May, June, August was introduction and conversation, July was the message, September the kids were in jail, October was the miracle of the sun. Why the Miracle???
The miracle happened so that we might believe and accept the message, just like it happened in the ministry of Jesus, and the lives of the apostles. BUT as to why she chose the sign, it might be based on Revelation 12:1-,13-14.
The main message is divided into three secrets by Lucia; first and second parts of the secret refer especially to the frightening vision of hell, devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the prophecy on the Second World War, and finally the prediction of the immense damage that Russia would do to humanity by abandoning the Christian faith and embracing Communist totalitarianism, and the third part is the Angel with a flaming sword in his left hand.
The first part is the vision of hell. (I quote Lucia)
Our Lady showed us a great sea of fire which seemed to be under the earth. Plunged in this fire were demons and souls in human form, like transparent burning embers, floating about and being raised into the air by the flames that issued from within themselves together with great clouds of smoke, and falling back on every side into the huge fire in the mist of screaming and groans of pain and despair, which horrified us and made us tremble with fear. The demons were terrifying and wicked in nature, like strange frightful animals. 
The Second Part
St. Lucia wrote: we then looked up at Our Lady, who said to us so kindly and so sadly: 
«You have seen hell where the souls of poor sinners go. To save them, God wishes to establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart. If what I say to you is done, many souls will be saved and there will be peace. The war is going to end: but if people do not cease offending God, a worse one will break out during the Pontificate of Pius XI. When you see a night illumined by an unknown light, know that this is the great sign given you by God that he is about to punish the world for its crimes, by means of war, famine, and persecutions of the Church and of the Holy Father. To prevent this, I shall come to ask for the consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart, and the Communion of reparation on the First Saturdays. If my requests are heeded, Russia will be converted, and there will be peace; if not, she will spread her errors throughout the world, causing wars and persecutions of the Church. The good will be martyred; the Holy Father will have much to suffer; various nations will be annihilated. In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me, and she shall be converted, and a period of peace will be granted to the world»‌.
The third part of the secret. 
After the first two parts, we saw an Angel with a flaming sword in his left hand; flashing, it gave out flames that looked as though they would set the world on fire; but they died out in contact with the splendour that Our Lady radiated towards him from her right hand: pointing to the earth with his right hand, the Angel cried out in a loud voice: 'Penance, Penance, Penance!'. And we saw in an immense light that is God: 'something similar to how people appear in a mirror when they pass in front of it' a Bishop dressed in White 'we had the impression that it was the Holy Father'. Other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious going up a steep mountain, at the top of which there was a big Cross of rough-shaped trunks; before reaching there the Holy Father passed through a big city half in ruins and half trembling with halting step, afflicted with pain and sorrow, he prayed for the souls of the corps he met on his way; having reached the top of the mountain, on his knees at the foot of the big Cross he was killed by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows at him, and in the same way there died one after another the other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious, and various lay people of different ranks and positions. Beneath the two arms of the Cross there were two Angels each with a crystal aspersorium in his hand, in which they gathered up the blood of the Martyrs and with it sprinkled the souls that were making their way to God. 
The Interpretation of the Third Secret
By St. Lucia
St. Lucia has the conviction that the vision of Fatima concerns the struggle of atheistic Communism against the Church and against Christians, and describes the terrible sufferings of the victims of the faith in the twentieth century. 
By Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
This interpretation of St. Lucia is strongly supported by the Vatican and they add that it is an endless Stations of the Cross led by the Popes of the twentieth century.
This interpretation is based on the interpretation of the three kids‌, which was confirmed by St. Lucia when she met the officials of the Propaganda Fide, «the Bishop clothed in white»‌ who prays for all the faithful is the Pope. This is referred to PP J. P. II, and after the assassination attempt in 1981, J.P.II said it appeared evident that it was «a mother's hand that guided the bullet's path»‌, enabling him to stop «at the threshold of death»‌ (Pope John Paul II, Meditation from the Policlinico Gemelli to the Italian Bishops, Insegnamenti, XVII, 1 [1994], 1061). On the occasion of a visit to Rome by the then Bishop of Leiria-Fatima, the Pope decided to give him the bullet which had remained in the jeep after the assassination attempt, so that it might be kept in the shrine.  
Reasons for the Apparition
Looking at the situation in the world at the time of the apparition, it is possible that after looking at the evil going on in the world at that time and listening to the cry of the innocent souls, the Virgin Mother decided to come to our aid through this apparition. 
We just heard that the three kids saw hell with «the souls of poor sinners»‌, and they were told the reason for that vision: «in order to save souls, and also to show the way to salvation. St. Lucia said that it appeared more clearly to her that the purpose of all the apparitions was to help people to grow more and more in faith, hope and love - everything else was intended to lead to this.   
«To save souls»‌ has emerged as the key word of the first and second parts of the «secret»‌, and the key word of the third part is the threefold cry: «Penance, Penance, Penance!»‌ The beginning of the Gospel comes to mind: «Repent and believe the Good News»‌ (Mk 1:15). To understand the signs of the times means to accept the urgency of penance - of conversion - of faith. This is the correct response to this moment of history, characterized by the grave perils outlined in the images that follow. ((The words of the First Letter of Peter 1:9 come to mind: «As the outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your souls»‌.)) 
The means to achieve the salvation of souls is devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. In biblical language, the «heart»‌ indicates the centre of human life, the point where reason, will, temperament and sensitivity come together, where the person finds his unity and his interior orientation. To be «devoted»‌ to the Immaculate Heart of Mary means therefore to embrace this attitude of heart which says YES, and surrenders to the will of God as the Blessed Virgin Mary did, and that must be at the centre of our whole life. Nothing should be placed between ourselves and Christ. Paul did not hesitate to say to his communities: «imitate me»‌ (1 Cor 4:16; Phil 3:17; 1 Th 1:6; 2 Th 3:7, 9). The Apostles concretely understood what it meant to follow Christ and did. For us to follow Jesus without allowing anything to come between us, from whom might we better learn in every age than from the Mother of Christ, especially when it comes to saying Yes to the will of God? That is the devotion to the Immaculate heart of Mary. Think about it.
What Happened after the Apparition
· [bookmark: _Hlk229162534]
· In 1922, PIUS XI (1922 -1939) became the Pope. During his reign, a lot of Catholics suffered persecution, he had battle communism and atheism the encyclicals Mit brennender Sorge, and Divini Redemptoris.
· In 1922, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, also called the Soviet Union, was formed, and was centered in Russia. It started with four (4) Soviet republics and grew to cover 15 Soviet republics. It included countries like Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Kazakhstan, etc. It became one of the world’s two superpowers after World War II.
· On September 1, 1939, World War II began, when Germany invaded Poland during the Nazi regime, led by Adolf Hitler, to expand the territory, resources and power of Germany over eastern Europe.  
· In 1942-12-8 Pope Pius XII consecrated the world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and in 1952-7-2, he specifically consecrated “the people of Russia” 
· In 1945, the World War II ended. 6 million Jews were murdered in total during the Holocaust, and estimated number of 6 million comprising Soviet prisoners of war, Polish civilians, Roma, People with disabilities, etc.
· On May 13, 1981 (64 yrs) the assassination attempt on Pope John Paul II took place at the St. Peter’s Square, Vatican City, during a public audience, by Mehmet Ali Ağca, a Turkish militant.
· On March 25, 1984, Pope John Paul II performed the most well-known consecration associated with Russia and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, in Saint Peter's Square.
· On December 25, 1991 (after 7 yrs), Mikhail Gorbachev resigned as the President of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and that was the end.
· On March 25, 2022, Pope Francis consecrated Russia and Ukraine explicitly 
The importance of the apparition today
Is the Apparition’s Message Necessary Today?
The Vatican says that the Fatima apparition is undoubtedly the most prophetic of modern apparitions. It is explained that prophecy in the biblical sense does not mean to predict the future but to explain the will of God for the present, and therefore show the right path to take for the future. Therefore, a prophetic word is nothing but a warning or a consolation, or both together.
According J.P. II
Even if the events to which the third part of the «secret»‌ of Fatima refers now seem part of the past, Our Lady's call to conversion and penance, issued at the start of the twentieth century, remains timely and urgent today. «The Lady of the message seems to read the signs of the times - the signs of our time - with special insight... The insistent invitation of Mary Most Holy to penance is nothing but the manifestation of her maternal concern for the fate/destiny of the human family, in need of conversion and forgiveness»‌ (Pope John Paul II, Message for the 1997 World Day of the Sick, No. 1, Insegnamenti, XIX, 2 [1996], 561). 
The Situation of the World Today
a. Communism and the related ideology of Atheism is not totally out of the system
b. Loss of sense of Sin (Money first before God and human dignity and life, selfishness, miss use of freedom against God’s will and commandments, etc.)
c. War around the globe
· Mali 2020 and 2021, Burkina Faso 2022, Niger 2023 have aligned themselves with Russia because of military regime and separation from France.
· Israel vrs Hezbollah + Hamaz+Iran, USA vrs Iran, China vrs Taiwan, North Korea 
All these make it important to respond to the call to prayer especially the Rosary, repentance, conversion, and reparation, emphasized by the Blessed Virgin Mary and the angel during the apparitions
Ways to live out the message of Fatima as individuals and families in daily lives
· Frequent examination of conscience and confessions, especially on first Fridays and Saturdays
· Devotion to the Sacred heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, especially the first Fridays and Saturdays
· From the above, it is recommended to join a devotional group NB Legion of Mary, the two hearts, or develop something as a family or individual. As J.P. II says; “Popular piety is a sign that the faith is spreading its roots into the heart of a people in such a way that it reaches into daily life…, it… enriches the faith by involving the heart.
· Periodic consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary
· Accepting the pilgrim’s statue in our homes and re-enacting the Fatima apparition with it.
· Frequent adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and praying of the rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplets as individuals or family/groups for our intentions and for the souls of the faithful departed/souls in purgatory. NB what some Saints have said about the rosary 
a. St, Dominic (1170-1221): “One day through the Rosary and the Scapular, Our Lady will save the world”
b. St. Louis-Marie de Montfort (1673-1716): “When the Rosary is said well, it gives Jesus and Mary more glory and is more meritorious than any other prayer”
c. St. Padre Pio (1887-1968): “The Rosary is the weapon for these times”
d. St. John Paul II (1920-2005): “The Rosary is my favorite prayer. To recite the Rosary is nothing other than to contemplate with Mary the face of Christ”
e. St. Bernadette Soubirous (1844-1879): “In the Rosary we find strength to bear our trials”
f. St. Therese of Lisieux (1873-1897): “How often have I not felt my faith grow stronger and more alive while praying the Rosary”
g. St. Francis de Sales (1567-1622): “The greatest method of praying is to pray the rosary”
h. St. Anthony Mary Claret (1807-1870): “When people love the Rosary, they will not be lost”
i. St. Josemaria Escriva (1902-1975): “Blessed be that monotony of Hail Marys which purifies the monotony of your sins”
j. St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe (1894-1941): “The Rosary is a powerful weapon to put the demons to flight and to keep oneself from sin”
k. Pope Pius XII (1939-1958): “There is no surer means of calling down God’s blessings upon the family than the daily recitation of the Rosary.”
· Praying for the dead, especially the souls in purgatory, during Mass.
The hope this apparition offers to the suffering and those facing uncertainties today
As St. Lucia said in the secret document, “How can we ever be grateful enough to our kind heavenly Mother, who had already prepared us by promising, in the first Apparition, to take us to heaven. Otherwise, I think we would have died of fear and terror”.
· It shows us a loving mother with authority, always available and ready to intercede for us if we surrender our will and freedom to her and the Son.
· She has revealed the reality of heaven and hell to us, to help us to prepare our lives in order to get a better state to enter into after our death.
· She reveals that this earth is not all that we have, there is a better state awaits us, hence we should not be afraid to lose what we have here, including our lives, because of our Catholic or Christian faith.

